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 (15 per cent) but are not generally of much importance, except that in
borne of the younger patients they may represent a recurrent rheumatic
infection. Paroxysmal tachycardia is not rare.
More important is the association between aortic disease and heart-
block. Complete heart-block is present in only a small proportion of
the subjects of aortic disease, for it is not a very common condition;
but looked at from the other point of view nearly one quarter of all
those with heart-block have rheumatic or syphilitic disease, generally
of the aortic valves.
About one-third of the cases of bundle-branch block are similarly
associated with aortic disease—the greater number with rheumatic
aortic stenosis, the smaller number with syphilitic aortic regurgitation.
The bundle-branch block is nearly always of the common type affecting
the left branch of the A-Y bundle (see Fig. 50).
(5)—Electrocardiographic Changes
In addition to the heart rhythm the changes in ventricular preponder-
ance and in the T-waves are of interest. Left ventricular preponderance
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fig. 51.—Electrocardiogram showing left ventricular preponderance with sharply
inverted T-vva\es in leads I and II. From a man aged 67, with atheromatous
aortic stenosis and incompetence and angina pectoris
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 with some inversion of T in lead I, alone or in lead II as well, is the
common finding, but is only present in a proportion of cases (see Fig. 51).
High-grade aortic stenosis is specially often associated with this picture
with sharp-pointed inversion of the T-waves, sometimes even in all
three leads. Some American series have been published showing that
deep inversion of the T-waves is an unfavourable prognostic sign; no
doubt this is true statistically, but in my experience there is too much
variation for it to be a very useful practical point.
The electrocardiographic findings were carefully considered in my
series, and 200 cases with aortic disease were available from this point

